me and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue, because I am in
agony in this fire.”
But Abraham replied, “Son,
remember that in your lifetime
you received your good things,
while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted
here and you are in agony.”
Death is a place of torment. It
is a region where departed souls
go when the body dies. Its residents suffer “torment” and are
“in agony in this fire.” Although
death lasts long, it is not eternal.
When a person dies, the physical body, the material part of
him, is buried in the ground and
decays. But the immaterial part
goes to death. This is the soul —
the unseen part of a person. The
soul is the mind and thoughts,
the emotions and habits, and the
will and determination. It forms
our character, and it is eternal.
In death, our soul receives the
wages of our life’s work.

All Will Go to Death
Many people just assume that
when a person dies, he either goes
to heaven or hell immediately,

but this belief is simply neither
possible nor true. He goes to a
place of waiting, receiving either
comfort or torment based on
his life’s deeds. This thought
might be disturbing, especially
if you have recently lost a loved
one and expected him or her to
be somewhere else. But we can
be comforted that everyone will
receive exactly what he or she
deserves. It helps us to know
this, so that we can live our lives
now accordingly.
It is appointed for a man to
die once, and afterwards the
judgment. (Hebrews 9:27)
The truth is that we are all destined to go to death. Every one
of us will go there when we die.
We will receive the wages due
to us while we wait for the final
judgment.
There is only one way that a
person can escape death.
The way out of death was
made by a man named Yahshua.
By hearing and understanding
what He did, you can escape the
death sentence that awaits every
man. There was a man who lived
in such a way that He merited no

where is HELL
HELL?
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punishment in death. His life
was one of selfless concern for
others and overcoming every
enticement to do wrong.
This man was put to death in a
most painful and torturous way
for a crime He did not commit.
But He voluntarily received the
execution because of what it
would accomplish. It put Him in
a place where He could take our
place in death.
Yahshua went and experienced
death for us. During the three
days and three nights that He
was there, He experienced great
agony. This agony was not what
He Himself deserved as wages for
His life, but they were the sumtotal of wages of the sins of the
whole world. He felt the damage
of vented rage left unmended,
the broken promises, the lustful
fantasies, the proud thoughts,
and the uncaring laziness — everything necessary to balance the
scales of justice. Over six billion
people now live on this planet,
and maybe another six billion
have lived here before. When He
had received the full amount to
be paid in the first death, there
was still more to pay.

For hundreds of years, Christian
thought
has
been
confused
concerning death for at least two
reasons. First, death as a place of
waiting for judgment was eclipsed by
the Catholic tradition of Purgatory.
Souls in Purgatory were also waiting,
but could be freed from their suffering
through the good deeds, prayers, and
gifts of the living on their behalf.
At the time of the Reformation, a
monk named Tetzel raised much
money for the Church by selling
indulgences (certificates cancelling
the debt of sin and freeing souls from
Purgatory). This practice roused the
indignation of Martin Luther, and
the Reformation rejected the idea of
Purgatory, and with it the notion of a
place of waiting for judgment.
Secondly, during the translation of
the King James Bible, the Greek and
Hebrew words for several different
places were all translated as the word
hell. The original languages of the
Bible uses the words Sheol (Hebrew)

Yahshua also went and experienced the second death. He paid
for the sins of the whole world.
Since there were some people
who deserved the second death
in the lake of fire, Yahshua’s
soul went there to pay the full
amount. The combined penalties
of society’s murderers, greedy
bankers, unfaithful husbands,
rebellious wives, pedophiles,
thieves, dishonest salesmen,
charlatan preachers, manipulative politicians, and every other
kind of evil, both the high-class
and the base, were placed upon
Yahshua in rapid-fire, unrelenting succession.
Finally, it was over. The full
penalty had been paid. Yahshua
had taken the place of every person; He was a substitute of full
value. His resurrection from the
dead proved that the full amount
had been paid. Unlike the other
souls waiting there, nothing
could hold Him in death. He
was set free from death.

But God raised Him from the
dead, freeing Him from the
agony of death, because it was
impossible for death to keep

and Hades (Greek) for the place called
death, the temporary place of departed
souls when they die. In contrast, the
word Gehenna referred to the lake of
fire, a place of eternal punishment
in fire and brimstone. In the King
James Bible, however, these words
are all translated as hell. This adds
confusion, like naming two of your
children the same name.
The following verses all refer to
hell as the place or region of death,
or the grave.
For thou wilt not leave my soul in
hell [Sheol], neither wilt thou suffer
thine Holy One to see corruption.
(Ps 16:10)
Sheol is a Hebrew word, the
language Psalms was written in.
Because thou wilt not leave my
soul in hell [Hades], neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption. (Acts 2:27)
The same verse of Psalm 16:10
is quoted in the book of Acts, which
was written in Greek. They used

its hold on him. (Acts 2:24)
Because you will not abandon
me to the grave, nor will you
let your Holy One see decay.
(Acts 2:27, quoting Psalm
16:10)
Seeing what was ahead
[David, writing Psalms],
spoke of the resurrection of
the Messiah, that he was not
abandoned to the grave, nor
did his body see decay. (Acts
2:31)
Yahshua was successful in
paying the debt that we all owed.
He paid it by taking our place in
death. If you can understand this,
you can be saved from death.
For if you understand it, you will
find out what it means to live for
Him, since He died for you.
Since He gave everything for
us, even His own life, how could
we hold back anything from Him
— our possessions, our family,
even our own lives? The proper
response to this good news is
to give up everything to follow
Him. This is what it means to be
His disciple. u
~ Tim

the Greek word Hades to identify
the same place as the Hebrew word
Sheol.
And in hell [Hades], he lift up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth
Abraham far off, and Lazarus in
his bosom. (Luke 16:23)
However, the following verse and
others like it refer to hell as the place
of eternal punishment:
…it is better for you to lose one of
the parts of your body, than for
your whole body to be thrown into
hell [Gehenna]. (Matthew 5:29)
One final verse that makes it
clear that Hades and Sheol refer to a
different place than the lake of fire
is:
“And death and Hades were cast
into the lake of fire.” (Rev 20:14)
This shows conclusively that the
temporary place of torment (Hades)
is thrown into the permanent place of
punishment (Gehenna, or the lake of
fire).K
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out about being forsaken by
God. He surely was.
There before the eyes of
heaven and earth His life ended.
The weight of guilt thrust His
righteous soul down into the
pit of death. Yet He didn’t bear
His own guilt — He bore ours.
He willingly took upon Himself
the anguish that our sins deserved. In all His suffering He
uttered no complaint and felt
no bitterness.
His death was the greatest act
of love ever demonstrated. His
innocent blood covered every
unjust and filthy act that we
have ever done — all the things
we continued to do against our
conscience.

www.twelvetribes.org

He spent three days and
three nights in death, and that
was enough to pay for the sin
of us all. The pain He went
through was enough. Even in
death there was not one bit of
distrust or resistance to His
Father’s will for Him. That’s
why the full anguish of death
was able to reach the very core
of His being in such a short
time. It more than equaled
the suffering which the hardhearted will resist eternally as
they continue to reason away
their guilty consciences.
When He had done all He was
sent to do, His Father raised
Him from the dead. Because of
His innocence it was impossible
for death to hold Him.
In His death He

purchased the earth and all its
inhabitants. In His resurrection
He became King to all who
would follow Him. His name
— Yahshua — means He is
mighty and powerful to save.
That same power that raised
Him from the dead enables His
disciples to love one another
the same way He loved us.
It actually breaks down the
barriers that alienate human
beings from one another.
It produces a life of
love and unity — the
evidence that God
loves mankind and
sacrificed His Son
to set us free.

He is our Liberator. Anyone
who is willing to do His will
can come to Him and be set
free from death. God, in His
great mercy and lovingkindness
towards man, provided a
way that even the unjust and
filthy could find forgiveness
and change their eternal
destiny.u
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claimed to believe in Messiah,
but He did not believe in them.15
The evidence that can be verified, both by oneself and others,
that one’s contract with death
has been broken, is found in 1
John:

We know that we have
passed from death to life,
because we love the brethren. He who does not love
his brother abides in death.
Whoever hates his brother is
a murderer, and you know
that no murderer has eternal
life abiding in him. By this
we know love, because He
laid down His life for us.
And we also ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren. (1 John 3:14-16)
Those who love their brothers
in the way 1 John 3 speaks of,
and who keep the commandments of Messiah, are the ones
who truly believe in Him. Those
who do not love their brothers abide in death and so prove
themselves still worthy of the
death sentence. In this case, the
Apostle John says their hatred is
equivalent to murder — and no
murderer has eternal life. But
those who love their brothers in
the wholehearted fashion seen in
Acts 2 and 4 are the ones who
can have legitimate confidence
that their first death sentence has
been annulled.
There, in the Community of
the Redeemed, they can have the
hope of coming into complete
obedience to Messiah’s words,
which is the only confidence
anyone can have of never tasting
death:

Most assuredly, I say to you,
if anyone keeps My word he
15

In John 2:23-24, the words translated
believed and entrust are one and the
same word in Greek (pisteuo, #4100).
“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the
Passover, during the feast, many believed
in His name when they saw the signs
which He did. But Jesus did not entrust
Himself to them, because He knew all
men.” See also John 8:30-44.
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shall never see death. (Jn 8:51)
This is the only exception in
which the seal of death over a
man or woman has been broken.
An exception is a case in which
a law or rule no longer applies.
Therefore the conviction is annulled and the sentence is taken
away. And keeping His word is
only possible for those who are
compelled by the love of Messiah
in all they do. They no longer
live for themselves, but only for
Messiah.

For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge
thus: that if One died for
all, then all died; and He
died for all, that those who
live should live no longer
for themselves, but for Him
who died for them and rose
again. (2 Cor 5:14-15)
This kind of man or woman
is free to serve Messiah where
He is, which after His death,
resurrection, and ascension into
heaven, is in the community of
believers on earth. There, all
those who hate their life in this
world can join together to follow
and serve Him.

He who loves his life will lose
it, and he who hates his life
in this world will keep it for
eternal life. If anyone serves
Me, let him follow Me; and
where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone
serves Me, him My Father
will honor. (John 12:25-26)

Redemption — the
Price Paid to Break the
Contract
Apart from the belief that surrenders all to Messiah, the case
against every man is “iron-clad.”
This belief leads one to willingly
obey His word, including giving

up all one’s own possessions,16
something which is only possible
in true community.
Otherwise, the sentence, upon
conviction, is the first death, no
matter how well a man has lived
his life. And there he abides, in
death, until the resurrection,
to be judged worthy of life or
condemnation.

Do not marvel at this; for
the hour is coming in which
all who are in the graves will
hear His voice and come
forth — those who have
done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who
have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.
(John 5:28-29)
Ironclad means unbreakable
by the individual, overwhelming in the quality of evidence to
be presented against him. The
only acceptable way to void
that terrible contract is to make
a covenant with the Redeemer.
Yahshua’s death in our place satisfies the demand of justice that
we must die for our own sins.
The one who pays that price
redeems those, and only those,
who make a covenant with Him.
Their half of the covenant is to
no longer live for themselves, but
for Him who died and rose again
on their behalf. To redeem is to
re-purchase, free from captivity,
retrieve, regain, and rescue. It is
to void the contract with death,
which we voluntarily entered into
by our own sin, by voluntarily
believing, trusting, and obeying
the One who saved us.
To redeem is to recover what
was otherwise beyond retrieval
and make greater than before. In
the New Testament the word redeem never refers to the recovery
16

When the greater king is coming to
take over, the lesser king has only two
alternatives: ask for terms of peace or
face defeat in a hopeless war. Messiah’s
“terms of peace” are spelled out in Luke
14:33 (as well as Matthew 10:37-38;
Mark 10:29-30; and Luke 14:26-27) —
the complete surrender of any source of
security other than Him.

of isolated individuals, but is
always used in the context of the
corporate redemption of a people
for God’s own possession.

The Compact with
Messiah
A covenant with Messiah is
a compact, entered into with
others in full agreement of the
terms, like the signers of the
Mayflower Compact.17 Just as
those first Pilgrims did, believers
join together, pledging their obedience to the good commands
of their Savior. The terms of
salvation are to give up one’s
life and all one has, does, and
is, in order to deliberately follow the Son. Those who believe
do this because they have been
redeemed, and so are zealous for
good deeds:

Who gave Himself for us,
that He might redeem us
from every lawless deed and
purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for
good works. (Titus 2:14)
Their contract with sin and
death was thus broken by
Messiah giving himself as a ransom for their lives, paying the
price by suffering in death for
them. Thus, believers may be
said to be purchased, bought at
a great price, and therefore are
slaves to the One who bought
them.
17

In the late Fall of 1620, off the inhospitable shores of Cape Cod, the “saints
and strangers” onboard the Mayflower
signed the Compact, whose essence
is found in the words, “solemnly and
mutually in the Presence of God and one
of another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick,
for our better Ordering and Preservation,
and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid;
And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal
Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions
and Offices, from time to time, as shall
be thought most meet and convenient
for the General good of the Colony; unto
which we promise all due submission
and obedience.” This compact, and the
shared suffering of that first winter,
bound the men and women of New
Plymouth together.

Those who do not act like His
slaves, obeying His words and
honoring Him in all they do,
simply prove that they were not
included in the purchase price.
Their name is not on the deed
of those purchased by the blood
of the Lamb. They have not
become part of the compact, the
willing agreement between two
or more parties, made by connecting or combining the two
together.
In Messiah, the men and
women in each community
were closely and firmly united
together. Paul defined this compact for the believers in Ephesus
by reminding them of their lives
before they believed.

At that time you were
without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of
Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having
no hope and without God in
the world. (Ephesians 2:12)
For us who believe, the only
possible response to His giving
all for our sake, withholding
nothing, is that we give all we
have in like manner. Nothing else
is compatible with Him. Nothing
else makes us worthy of Him.18
This belief in one’s heart results
in fellowship and communion
with Him and also with all those
who believe.

The Second Way Out of
the Contract
The second way out of the
contract is to reject the good
news, even as Messiah told
Nicodemus:

He who believes in Him is
not judged; he who does
not believe has been judged
already, because he has not
18

Matthew 10:37-39 — “He who loves
father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of
Me. And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
He who finds his life will lose it, and he
who loses his life for My sake will find it.”
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